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Debbie Bernstein LaCroix

 Debbie Bernstein LaCroix loves books. She is a self-proclaimed 
bookworm, and it is through her great love of reading that she impacts the 
Siouxland community. She is a published author with two children’s books 
under her belt, and a Team Leader with Usborne Books and More.   
 LaCroix has earned a multitude of awards selling Usborne Books, 
including number one in the company for Literacy for Lifetime (a matching 
grant program that helps put books in the hands of children).  LaCroix 
worked with an organization called Raising Readers, where she successfully 
increased their grant from $20,000 to $30,000.  At national convention, 
she was number six in personal sales in the country, and honored with the 
Legacy Recruiting Award. LaCroix has been a top seller for the company for 
the past 7 years, as well as a President’s Club Achiever.
 Another facet of LaCroix’s professional success is her championing 
for the Reach for the Stars reading program, which builds both student 
and classroom libraries. LaCroix maintains that literature is one of the 
most important parts of a child’s development as a child with high 
reading comprehension not only develops their vocabulary, but also their 
imagination and creativity. “It is never too early to introduce books into 
a child’s life,” said LaCroix.  “Books are an invitation to visit another world 
where you can create lifetime friendships with characters. Reading aloud 
to children of all ages builds much-needed family and community bonds.”
When not selling Usborne Books and promoting reading, she is travelling 
the country visiting schools as an author and teaching children how to love 
writing. 
 LaCroix, who is also a mom of two boys, is very focused on our youth. 
She was one of the original innovators of the Siouxland Children’s Museum, 
which will soon become a reality. After seeing her own son enthralled by 
a museum in another city, LaCroix wanted to know what it would take to 
bring one like it to Siouxland. She went on to help found the Children’s 
Museum of Siouxland. LaCroix knew that by the time the project was 
completed her own children would be too old to enjoy it; however, the idea 
of countless children learning and growing as a result of it made her efforts 
worth it.
 LaCroix is a Board Member of the Sioux City Community Theater. 
She also does marketing for the Beth Shalom Synagogue Latke Party 
Committee, which she feels is important in order to share the culture and 
traditions of her faith. LaCroix is a sustaining member of the Junior League 
of Sioux City, and is the Regional Chair for the Sioux City area for the Society 
of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI). 
 LaCroix’s vision for Sioux City is to watch it grow into a thriving, 
competitive city with plenty of opportunities for local youth. She 
acknowledges the various exciting new opportunities in Siouxland for 
young professionals, and is excited for what’s to come. “I look forward to 
contributing to the growth of the out of classroom education for all the 
children in the community,” LaCroix said.

Age: 39
Dakota Dunes, SD
Usborne Books & More Team Leader / Author

“The best part of living in Sioux City is that if you have a 
desire to make a change, you can. It is very easy to get 
involved. My words of wisdom are that if you see a need, 
find a way to fill it. If you ask around, you’ll find others 
who share a similar vision.”
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